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LOOKING BACK

During the 1950s and earlier, Sanford’s Naval Air Station (now
the Orlando Sanford International Airport) attracted many people
who frequented the area. Historically the aforementioned area

of Sanford Avenue served as the thriving commercial business
district for the African American community before desegregation.
Unfortunately, in the 60s, this area began to decay, accelerated by
the closure of the Sanford Naval Air Station.

In 2006, the City Commission approved the designation of Sanford
Avenue as a Cultural Corridor between Tst and 6th Streets, leading

the way for the preservation of this location. development of vacant parcels and underutilized properties, said

Christine Dalton, City Planner and Historic Preservation Officer.
In an effort to restore the community’s heritage, from 2006 to

2008, City staff worked with concerned citizens through a series
of public meetings to develop the groundwork for revitalization of
the Georgetown Neighborhood, which included Sanford Avenue
between Tst and 6th St. One major component of the streetscape
improvements is the furnishing of heritage markers along Sanford
Avenue, made possible through a Preserve America Grant

and a grant match from the City of Sanford CRA. The markers

will accentuate the contributions of African Americans in the Elements of the Sanford Avenue Streetscape include adding more
development of the city. green to downtown by planting trees and landscaping. Street lights,
event power, wider sidewalks, brick paved drive lanes, parallel
parking spaces, decorative benches, bicycle racks and trash
receptacles will all be added for elevated beauty and functionality,
attracting more residents and visitors. Funding for this project has
been made possible through Seminole County, the City of Sanford,
and the Sanford Community Redevelopment Agency.

In 2009 as a result of city staff efforts, with approval of the
Seminole County Commission and City Commission, the Sanford
CRA boundary evolved to include the portion of Sanford Avenue
that historically served as the African American business district.
As a result of these actions the Sanford Avenue Streetscape Project
became a reality and a reason why funding was allocated to this
project by the Sanford CRA.

In 2008 the Sanford City Commission adopted the Georgetown
Neighborhood Plan, which is based on the guidelines set forth by
Florida’s Department of Community Affairs program for Holistic
Neighborhood Revitalization. The Georgetown Neighborhood
Plan seeks to recognize and respect the unique heritage and
culture of the community while encouraging sensitive growth and



